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	Don Montfort
President of the Washington Sewer and Water District Association
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	Academy Facilitator
Don has represented Special Purpose Districts on the Public Works Board for 7 years, bringing with him 19 years of experience as Commissioner of the Birch Bay Water and Sewer District and 5 years as General Manager of the Lummi Tribal Sewer and Water District.  
President of the Washington Association of Sewer and Water Districts twice, he holds a Juris Doctor degree and is retired from a lifetime of owning and operating small businesses.

	Jack Peters
CPD Director, Seattle Regional HUD office
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	Jack Peters is the Community Planning and Development Director for the Seattle Regional HUD Office.  Major current program duties include management, administration and oversight of Formula and Competitive HUD programs, including the Community Development Block Grant, HOME investment Partnerships, and the McKinney Act Supportive Housing Programs for homeless persons.  He also administers the Neighborhood Stabilization Program and Recovery Act program.  Jack has master’s Degree in Urban Planning from the University of Washington.
Jack is currently a member of HUD’s Region 10 Sustainable Communities Team and he participates on the HUD DOT EPA Sustainability Partnership Work Group and in the review of Sustainability Community Planning Grant Program applications.  


	Melanie Drecksel
Area Director for Mount Vernon Office of Rural Development
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	As Area Director for Mount Vernon Office of USDA RD, Melanie manages the delivery of all Rural Development programs in the counties of Whatcom, Skagit, Snohomish, King, San Juan, and Island.  
Before joining USDA Rural Development, Melanie worked for the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities preparing environmental documents for highway and airport projects.  Melanie was born in West Virginia and graduated Magna Cum Laude from West Virginia University with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Agriculture and a minor in accounting.  
USDA Rural Development is committed to the future of rural communities through delivery of programs that support economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a rural lending entity, Rural Development provides programs for homeownership, business development, community facilities and infrastructure.


	Stan Finkelstein
Chair, WA State Public Works Board
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	In 2010, Stan Finkelstein was appointed by Governor Gregoire as Chair of the Washington State Public Works Board.   Since 2002, Stan has been an adjunct faculty member for the Institute for Public Service at Seattle University.  From 1990-2009, he served as Executive Director of the Association of Washington Cities (AWC).  At AWC, Stan’s primary responsibilities included administration of a multi-faceted state municipal league delivering a broad array of services ranging from legislative advocacy and technical assistance to employee benefits and property/liability insurance coverage for member cities.  Stan holds a Bachelor of Science in Economics from the University of Illinois and a Master of Arts - Economics degree from the University of Washington.



	Hart Hodges
Director of Western’s Center for Economic and Business Research 
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	Dr. Hart Hodges is Director of Western’s Center for Economic and Business Research and an Associate Professor at Western Washington University.  He received his Ph.D. in Economics in 1994 from the University of Washington.. He taught economics from 1993-1995 at the University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, WA, and then served as the natural resource damage assessment economist for the U.S. Department of the Interior. Hart also spent several years working with an economic consulting firm in Alaska. He joined the faculty at Western in the Fall of 2000. His research interests include natural resource and environmental economics, health economics, and applied business economics. Hart is currently managing several research projects and public service efforts with an emphasis on economic development. Hart received a Dean’s Research Award in 2009. 


	Claire J. Hauge, Cowlitz County Office of Financial Management
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	Claire Hauge has 25 years of experience in public service with Cowlitz County.  Since 1999, she has served as the County’s Director of the Office of Financial Management.  Her major areas of responsibility include financial management, budget, grants, contracts, purchasing, policy development, and county-wide risk management services: purchase of insurance & workers’ compensation program.  Claire holds a B.S. degree in Business Management from Linfield College, and a Master of Public Affairs Degree with concentration in Administration from Washington State University.  She is a member of the Washington County Administrators’ Association, Washington Counties Risk Pool, Local Government Advisory Committee, and the WSAC Financial Services Corporation.


	Glenn Olson, Deputy County Administrator, Clark County
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	Glenn Olson is the Deputy County Administrator for Clark County.  Previously, Glenn served 15 years in the Washington State Office of Financial Management overseeing budget forecasts, and chaired the Public Works Board for Governor Locke. Currently he is the gubernatorial appointee representing local governments on the Select Committee for Pension Policy and on the `Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters Plan 2 (LEOFF2) Board, and is past president of the Washington County Administrators Association.
Hart serves on the Washington State Department of Commerce Community Revitilization Board (CERB). 
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