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Background

The City of Everson is in the process of resolving several serious public safety and water quality issues.  The City Center, located on the Northeast bank of the Nooksack  River is located in a floodplain.  When the river floods, the fire and police stations are also flooded, and public safety is compromised.  Both facilities are old, undersized and are in need of replacement.  The older Strandell District on the Southwest side of the river is located on higher ground, and is in an area of growth, having an elementary school, multi use housing and a light-industrial area.  It is also the site of a former county shop, which has been designated as the location for a future public safety facility, housing both fire and police.  It is an excellent location for a regional command center for emergencies such as flooding.  The Strandell District is also the location of the City’s water supply wells, and is almost entirely within the one year travel time area of the wellhead protection zone.  Soils in the Strandell Area consist of very pervious gravels, and stormwater percolates rapidly into the shallow water table.  The primary drinking water well is a deep well that is more protected from contamination than the two shallow backup wells.  The City must take measures to protect the drinking water aquifer from existing hazards as well as to allow growth in the Strandell District.  The District does not have a storm drainage system, and much of the existing development does not have curb, gutter or sidewalk.  School children from the Strandell District utilize the streets to walk to the nearby elementary school.  The streets are substandard width, raveling and have no shoulders, making them dangerous to pedestrians and bicyclists, particularly in wet weather.

Goals

The City’s goal is to upgrade infrastructure and City services in the Strandell District to promote public safety, enhance and protect the water supply, and encourage economic development.

Goal 1.  Water Quality.  Protection of the City’s drinking water supply by treating and diverting stormwater in the one-year travel time area of the wellhead protection area. Install storm sewers, curbs, gutters and stormwater treatment facilities.  Replacing leaky sewer and water lines.  Replace shallow wells with a second deep well in the existing wellfield.

Goal 2.  Public Safety Building.  Construct a new Public Safety Building to replace the existing aging police and fire stations. 

Goal 3.  Public Safety.  Provide sidewalks within the area leading to the nearby public elementary school.  Enlarge the water distribution system to provide fire hydrants and fire flow to the residential and light-industrial areas. Upgrade substandard streets.

Goal 4.  Economic Development.  Promote growth in the Light-Industrial zone by upgrading the utilities, fire flow and drainage systems to allow industries to develop.





Project Elements

The proposed overall project is divided into several components.  Some of the projects can be done independently, but most are dependent upon other project elements.  Major components are listed below.

1.  Water Quality Facilities. 

a.  The existing water supply system is in need of upgrading.  It currently consists of one newer deep well and two shallow wells.  The DOE and DOH are concerned that existing and future development in the area will contaminate the two shallow wells, which are currently used for backup supply.  A second deep well is required to replace the two shallow wells.  The cost is estimated to be $80,000.  Permitting has not been started, but will include DOE well permits and a building permit for a wellhouse.  Funding has not been secured.   Approximately one year will be required for design and permitting before the project can be bid.

b.  Curb, Gutters and Storm Sewers are required in the older residential areas to prevent runoff from percolating into the water supply aquifer.  This includes approximately 1,800 lineal feet of storm sewer, curb, gutter and pavement replacement at a cost of $550,000.  A water quality treatment facility is estimated to cost $300,000.  Land or easements will need to be acquired for the storm drainage facilities.  The site is near the Nooksack River, potentially in a historical and culturally significant area.  A cultural review will be required, and a SEPA determination made prior to constructing the project.  A study of the groundwater aquifer will be required to determine that diversion of surface water will not deplete or harm the aquifer.  It is estimated that two years will be required for studies, land acquisition, permitting and design.

c.  Water Main Installation.  Many of the existing mains are undersized asbestos cement pipe, are easily damaged and are suspected of leaking.  Located near sanitary sewers, they are subject to contamination when being repaired.  The estimated cost is $330,000.  As this is basically a replacement project permitting is not a major issue.  A SEPA determination and project reports to the regulatory agencies will be required.  Funding agencies may require a cultural review.  Permitting and design will take approximately one year.

2.  Public Safety Building.  A new facility is planned to be located on an existing City public works shop site.   The site is adjacent to highways and future growth areas.  An architect has been selected, but funding has not been secured.  The project is estimated to cost $4,000,000. Part of the permitting process will include provision of enhanced stormwater treatment, which could be covered under the planned water quality projects.  A SEPA determination and building permit will also be required.  The site is near the Nooksack River in a potentially historical and culturally significant area.  However the site has been actively used by the county as a county shop, and the ground has been altered and disturbed over the years.  It is estimated that permitting and design will take two years.

3.  Construction of sidewalks within the residential and school areas.  This consists of filling gaps and constructing sidewalks in areas that currently do not have them.  Sidewalks are estimated to cost approximately $65,000.  Sidewalk construction is generally done in conjunction with street improvements in order to match line and grade.   It is expected that sidewalk construction will be done together with the curb, gutter, street and utility projects.

4.  Economic Development.  The existing Light Industrial Zone on the East side of the Strandell District currently has one industry, but lack of adequate storm drainage is an impediment to future growth.  The water quality projects and utility improvements proposed will provide the infrastructure needed to develop the much needed economic base.


Funding

The City is actively pursuing funding for the Strandell District, which will include state, federal and local sources for grants, loans, bonds, and local improvement districts.  Eligibility is dependent upon many factors.  Some of the key statistics in determining eligibility for the various programs are listed below.

1.  Population, 2011, US Census 		 2513
2.  Median Income, 2011, US Census 	$52,266
3.  Water Rates 800CF/Mo.		$27.09
4.  Sewer Rates				$45.58
5.  Major Collector Classified Streets	SR544 and Everson Road
